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Why Bother? 
 Elk River Chemical Spill 

 Impacted up to 300,00 residents 

 Various water suppliers were impacted from 4 to 10 days 

 Release impacted public facilities, schools, hospitals, 
restaurants, nursing homes, jails, and local businesses. 

 Financial losses are estimated to be in the billions 

 Woburn Wells G & H – leukemia cluster 

 Fletcher’s Paint Works impacts Milford, NH supply 
well 



Strategies for Collecting Data 

 Electronic Databases 

 EPA’s EnviroMapper   

 EPA’s ECHO 

 EPA NPDES  eNOI Database 

 NH DES OneStop 

 Right to Know Laws 

 Local Site Plan Review & Permitting Process 

 Windshield Surveys & Site Walks 



EPA EnviroMapper & ECHO 

 Searchable mapping tools 

 Identifies federal spill sites, hazardous waste 
generators, regulated chemical handlers  

 Provides link to site specific information for each 
location  

 http://www.epa.gov/emefdata/em4ef.home  

 http://echo.epa.gov/  

 



  EnviroMapper Map 



ECHO Data 



   ECHO Map 



EPA NPDES eNOI  

http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/noi/noisearch.cfm  



NH DES OneStop 
 Searchable mapping tool 

 Identifies spill sites, hazardous waste generators, 
registered tanks, remediation sites, etc.  

 Provides link to site specific information for each 
location  

 http://www2.des.nh.gov/gis/onestop/register.asp  

 



NH DES OneStop Map 



Leveraging EPCRA 

 Emergency Planning & Community Right to Know Act 

 Enables public officials and the general public to seek 
information describing a facility’s chemical inventory 



Collecting Info Via Site Plan Review 
& Permit Process 
 Apply conditions to seek: 

 Chemical inventory and spill plan 

 Tank records 

 Environmental reports and sampling data 

 Description and map of environmental impacts 

 Drainage maintenance records 

 Seek monitoring well information 

 Impose inspection, maintenance or monitoring 
requirements 

 

 



Look for Threats in Recharge Area 
 Focus on business types: automotive; landscaping; 

construction; manufacturing/industry; fleet 
operations; agriculture 

 Key features suggest risk: tanks, monitoring wells, 
outdoor storage of chemicals, staining 

 Remember drainage systems can promote 
contaminant migration 

 Utility lines can serve as migration pathways 

 Blasting can create new pathways 



Abbott & Everett Wells - Wilton 

 

 



Oil Tanks Visible From the Road 



Look for Sources or Signs of Release 



Final Tips 
 Develop an outreach plan 

 Explain how source protection benefits the community 

 Many facilities welcome practical suggestions for 
improving materials management  (e.g., keep drums 
sealed & covered, get spill supplies, create a spill plan) 

 Define impacts in local terms 

 Grow your plan to meet new issues and challenges 
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